Myelomeningocele, spinal arteriovenous malformations and epidermal nevi syndrome: a possible rare association?
A 20-year-old woman with myelomeningocele presented with acute right-ear pain and right hemiplegia which improved, but then progressively deteriorated. Surgery, after MRI, revealed a large arteriovenous malformation (AVM) involving the right side of the upper cervical cord and brainstem. The woman also had two epidermal nevi at the same site as the spinal cord AVMs. There has been no previous report of an association of myelomeningocele, spinal cord AVMs and epidermal nevi syndrome. The same location of the nevus and spinal cord AVMs, with a proposed common pathogenesis, raise the possibility that the association may be more than chance occurrence. Spinal cord AVMs should be considered in patients with myelomeningocele and similar clinical features.